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WORLD REFUGEE DAY 
Statement by Minister for Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton - Citizenship and Multicultural Interests) [2.07 pm]:  Today is World Refugee 
Day.  The theme for World Refugee Day in 2006 is hope.  This year’s theme was chosen to highlight the 
continuing efforts of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and its partners to find lasting 
solutions for millions of refugees and displaced people worldwide.  The United Nations General Assembly 
designated 20 June as World Refugee Day on the fiftieth anniversary of the 1951 Convention on the Status of 
Refugees in 2001.  Since then, observances have taken place in cities and towns, in refugee camps and in 
numerous communities on every continent, to pay tribute to refugees and displaced people.  These events, and 
hundreds of others around the world, are designed to draw attention to refugees’ hopes for basic survival, 
sustenance and protection, and to the need to find lasting solutions to their plight - a return to their own home, 
integration in the country of asylum or resettlement in a third country.  Many thousands of refugees have found 
safety and protection in Australia and have assisted in the growth of this nation.  

On World Refugee Day we acknowledge these contributions and call upon the Australian government to ensure 
this universal right is not denied to future refugees.  In meeting our responsibilities to humanitarian entrants, the 
Carpenter government is committed to building upon successful aspects of the settlement process.  The “Across 
State Government Working Party for Settlement Issues for Humanitarian Entrants” discussion paper has 
identified significant challenges regarding the provision of settlement services to humanitarian entrants from 
African backgrounds, who require a more intensive level of assistance than is provided through the current 
commonwealth settlement models.  The Carpenter government is delivering on this. 

Through its deliberations, the working party has prioritised two key issues that need to be addressed in the ability 
of mainstream health service providers to cope with the complex needs of these humanitarian entrants and the 
need for a more flexible model of service provision for settlement services.  In response to these issues, Western 
Australia is piloting an innovative model of settlement service delivery in 2006-07 that is the first of its kind in 
Australia.  Three integrated service centres will be piloted in the north and south metropolitan areas, utilising 
existing intensive English centres and a migrant health facility to provide community access points for delivering 
a range of specialist and culturally appropriate services.  Most importantly, these centres will promote 
partnerships and links with other state agencies and service providers involved in the settlement of humanitarian 
entrants in working towards improved and coordinated services. 

I encourage all members to recognise the plight and needs of the refugees in our community on this day and the 
role they play, along with other Western Australians, in enriching our society. 
 


